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The Freundeskreis Willy-Brandt-Haus e.V. presents the photography exhibition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Benita Suchodrev 
48 Hours Blackpool 

 
 
 
 
Opening on Friday, 29. March 2019, at 19.30  
 

From sunrise to sunset, on the famous promenade and surrounding alleys in the resort town on the Irish 
Sea, the Russian-American-Berliner Benita Suchodrev lets life unfold before her camera. Relying on her 
intuition, during a couple of summer days the photographer documents her encounters with strangers. 
Her manner is daring and swift, always capturing the »decisive moment«. Benita Suchodrev transforms 
the street into a stage. She makes something visible that most of us overlook: the face in the crowd. 

Like all her documentary and portrait work, the high-contrast black-and-
white photographs in »48 Hours Blackpool« are intense and devoid of 
sensationalism. They reveal only the sparse remains of the former 
splendor of the seaside resort, which attracted the wealthy British in the 
early 19th century until it became a magnet for mass tourism. And yet 
there is a touch of nostalgia to the photos, a longing to revel in beautiful 
memories even if just for a few hours. 
Suchodrev’s debut book is a sociocultural study rich in authenticity and 
poetry; a contemporary but timeless journey of discovery through bingo 
parlors, hot dog stands, and burlesque theaters where wacky types, 
moms and pops, kids and seagulls go to play. 
 
»Through this spontaneous and intuitive way of taking photographs, the 
people, indeed society as a whole, depicts itself, in a sense – Suchodrev 
only provides the mirror. And yet, with the Blackpool series, she broadens 
our view and takes us on a journey of discovery. Her observations are both 
intense and exploratory, visualized encounters with strangers that happen 

fast, virtually unfiltered. (...) Her pictures – half situational, half portrait – are at the same time individual and 
typological; every represented subject is a representative of another Blackpool visitor. Seen in its entirety, 
“48 Hours Blackpool” is a visual metaphor for the British working class, and although it can sometimes be 
quite dark and pitiless, is portrayed here with benevolence. « 
– excerpt from „Rough Beauty“ by Dr. Matthias Harder, curator of the Helmut Newton Foundation. 
 
Benita Suchodrev was born in the former Soviet Union and immigrated to the United States at the age 
of fifteen. In 2008 Benita relocated to Berlin where she began an extensive documentation of the 
cosmopolitan city’s multifaceted art scene while working on diverse photographic projects. Her portrait 
and documentary work has been exhibited in solo and group shows nationally and internationally and 
appeared in numerous books, newspapers and magazines. Her photographs are part of the Rafael 
Tous Foundation for Contemporary Art Barcelona, the Michael Horbach Stiftung in Cologne, as well as 
private collections in Moscow, Berlin and New York. Benita currently lives and works in Berlin. 
 
Exhibition from 30. March until 12. May 2019 
Tuesday-Sunday 12 bis 18 | Free admission | Identification required 
Freundeskreis Willy-Brandt-Haus e.V. 
Managing and artistic director Gisela Kayser | T 030 25 99 37 85 
Press inquiries Ela Papen | T 030 25 99 37 87 | F 030 25 99 37 88 
presse@freundeskreis-wbh.de | www.fkwbh.de | Like us on Facebook 

WILLY-BRANDT-HAUS 
Stresemannstr. 28 

Technical support: 10963 Berlin 
Verwaltungsgesellschaft Bürohaus Berlin mbH (U-Bhf. Hallesches Tor) 
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